Flying On                          241

The causes of all serious accidents are given in this
American report and they are analysed minutely
according to the evidence given in inquiries. Actually
fatal accidents are not analysed separately, for the
causes of an accident are much the same, whatever
the actual result to the passengers may be.

For the whole ten years there were 38 per cent of all
accidents caused by weather or bad terrain, airports,
etc. The next largest percentage is 21 per cent for
pilot error, 17 per cent for motor failure, 15 per cent
for structural failure (usually under-carriages), 4 per
cent personal errors other than the pilot, and 2 per
cent for handling qualities. This last means vicious
aeroplanes.

It is interesting to note that throughout the ten
years for which these figures are given, the proportions
annually remain very much the same and variations
make little difference.

Even accidents caused by the weather have remained
constant, which may seem, at first, strange in view of the
amount of money which is being spent on providing
equipment such as wireless, intended to obviate such
climatic conditions, but it seems that what is gamed by
increasing such gadgets is lost by forcing pilots to fly
faster and more heavily loaded machines which need
bigger and better aerodromes on which to land. We
seem, therefore, to be as far as ever from aeroplanes
which can land slowly and will not crack up and burn
up. Thus although the hours flown has increased by
a far greater amount than the general public possibly
realizes, yet the difference which might have been
made by more efforts on the part of inventors and
designers is still very considerable.

British aviation at the time of writing is expanding in
all directions, even so our expansion will have to be
very large if equal to the growth in Germany and Italy.
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